THE AWAKENING OF MODERN EGYPT

They held secret meetings and gave vent to their feelings.
Three colonels were prominent among them, and these three
vowed on the Koran to defend together the case of the
Egyptian in the Egyptian army at the risk of their lives. They
prepared a petition in which they stated all their grievances
against the Minister of War, signed it, and went in person to
hand it to the Prime Minister. Had they submitted their
petition to their immediate superiors in the ordinary way not
much harm would have followed, but in addressing their
petition to the Premier without previously notifying their
minister they were guilty of a grave breach of discipline. Riad
was so sure of himself that he even thought of referring the
petition to the Minister of War to deal with it in the ordinary
way; but the colonels were anxious, and knowing the strictness
of Riad as a disciplinarian prepared themselves for the worst.
Meanwhile the Minister of War was greatly enraged on hear-
ing of the petition, and the Khedive himself was furious, and
Riad was obliged to bring the matter before a Council of
Ministers presided over by the Khedive. The Khedive, in
order to nip mutiny in the bud, was intent on inflicting an
exemplary punishment and it was decided to arrest the three
colonels, divest them of their ranks, and bring them before
a court-martial. The Minister of War took upon himself the
personal responsibility of putting these decisions into effect,
and promised to take all necessary measures to ensure that the
orders would be carried out without the least demur or
trouble.

But neither the Khedive nor the Minister had the moral
courage to face the culprits with that decision, and accordingly
they chose to decoy the colonels into a trap by asking them to
see the Minister on the following day, in order to discuss
arrangements for a royal procession to be held in honour of
the wedding of one of the princesses, the intention being to
have them arrested as soon as they entered the building.

Although all these decisions were taken in council, the
news soon leaked out and reached the ears of the colonels, who
met and drew up a detailed plan for their escape should they
be held in the Ministry for more than two hours. The next
looming they went punctually to the Ministry of War at Kasr
El Nil barracks* and as soon as they were within its waUs were